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In our work, we investigate the deep history of the Connecticut River
Valley, with a focus on the legacy of the Shade Tobacco Industry at the
Meadowood Site in the Town of Simsbury. This 285-acre property was
recently acquired by the town to protect its cultural heritage and ecological
potential. It is a place with a rich legacy, where tobacco laborers, including
Morehouse College students and immigrants from the West Indies, toiled.
The site is connected through the people, capital, and the crops moving
through it. And it has the potential to forge future connections through its
stories—to the Connecticut Freedom Trail and beyond—and its ecologies—
through habitat creation and conservation as part of a growing network
of sites throughout the region. The agricultural work shaped the physical
land on site and the lives of its workers, as well as the flow of investment
globally, the research trajectories of scientists regionally, and cultural
histories of urban neighborhoods across the State. Key figures like Martin
Luther King Jr. worked this land but so did scores of Jamaicans and Puerto
Ricans, for example, who ultimately settled in Hartford and New Haven.
Barns dot the landscape and yet, the importance of the Connecticut River
Valley and its Shade Tobacco heritage is still relatively unknown.

The Town and its partners, including the State Historic Preservation Office
and The Trust for Public Land, are embarking on a process to preserve and
elevate this important history, to tell the stories of the site through design.
The project includes developing interpretative materials, enhancing public
access, choreographing a trail network, and protecting critical ecological
areas and farmland activities. For eight weeks of the Spring 2023 semester
in the Landscape Architecture Capstone Design course at the University
of Connecticut, we tackled these histories and this site. We began with
analysis and mapping to understand the context. From here, we propose
overall cultural and ecological strategies for the extensive acreage and

its broader connections; as well as ideas for interpretative elements and
detailed designs for the public interface. We frame the work through four
lenses: agriculture; history; conservation; and recreation.

The work is done in two parts:

O1. The Collective Atlas (pages 04 to 15)
02. The Portals (pages 16 to 49)

Instructor: Professor Jill Desimini

Students: Victor Cizik
Rory Cutts
Marco da Cruz
Nicole Detora
Brian Garzon-Romero
Connie Huang
Yuhao (Tony) Jiang
Jintong (Vickie) Li
Geneva Scott
Huaimin (Eddie) Shao
Travis Snyder
Tara Sweeney



THE COLLECTIVE ATLAS
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Agricultural Context

2019 aerial photography

Connecticut River Valley Agricultural History

6000BC

Pre-History

Native Americans begin cultivating 1550
tobacco plant

Early Tobacco Use in
the Colonies

Europeans beging bringing 1770
“Nicotina' back to Europe.

1BC

1600s

1934 aerial photography

Rise of the Cigar
Industry in CT

Cigars become prefered over pipes
as the main method of smoking

“Nicotina Rustica’ becomes
among the most valuable
comodies exported by Virginia.

Sotweed is cultivated at the
confiuence of the Farmington
& Connecticut river, which
becomes a trading hub for
tribes and colonists
1810
Early New Englanders also

tobacco across CT & New England

Connecticuts first cigar factory
opens in the town of Suffield.

Competing Leaves &
CT Shade

A new seed called "Havana’
takes oot in the CT River
Valley. It upplanted most of
the broadleaf west of the
CT river, with its smaller
smoother leaves

Sumatra leaf begins to
replace wrapper from the
valley. It's thin, uniform, and
delicately veined leaves burn
very evenly, making it highly
desired for wrapper

traded with Cuba for a leaf that
was better than Virginia's, 1825

1640

Fadilties are built in East Winsor,
nick-naming it Warehouse Point.

The Connecticut Agricultral Experiment Station
tests growing sumatra seed under shade,
without sucess. A Cuban seed is bread for
shade & rivals Sumatra as the best wrapper

Connecticut bans imports of 1833
tobacco, encourging families to

grow their own for subsistence

use, rather than importing leaf

from Cuba.

CT farmer William Thrall

establishes O.. Thrall Company
to grow and process tobacco.

1762

Indigenous American tribes begin
smoking tobacco leaf for medicinal
& spiritual purposes

Isreal Putnum retums to CT
from Havana with tobacco
seed, allowing CT farmers to
grow their own Cuban tobacco
plants locally.

Broad leaf is introduced by B.P.
Barbour from Maryland. A hearty
strain with thin, pliable leaves,
which are better suited for cigar
wrappers. Entirely supplanted
shoe-string, the former variety of
the valley. within a few years.

CT production peaks with 30,800 acres grown

6 | Collective Atlas | Agricultural History| Nicole Detora

Industry Decline &
Current Land Use

General Cigar Co. Invents a machine that
homogenizes tobacco scraps into pressed sheets.
Reconsolidated tobacco first replaces binder, but
gradually transitions to wrapper use as well. CT
Shade Leaf is still sold at a premium, but broadleaf
and havana are soon wiped out,

Current Uses




TOBACCO SHEDS

Tobacco barns may be seen all along the Connecticut River Valley. Although
tobacco farming in Connecticut is still practiced today, many of the sheds from the
early twentieth century are no longer being used.

Meadowood site in Simsbury,

CcT
i

MEADOWOOD

Meadowood, a protected area of land in
Simsbury, Connecticut, is notable in the history
of shade tobacco growing because it was once
owned by the Cullman Brothers, Inc., who
established itself not just as a major presence in
Simsbury but also as one of the country's largest
growers of cigar tobacco in the 20th century.

SHADE TOBACCO IN CONNECTICUT

Inscriptions from early farm workers can
be found on the insides of these sheds.
However, many of the original structures
containing these inscriptions have
collapsed or been demolished.

Today, only a few survivors of this once
prevalent and uniquely Connecticut type
of structure remain. The landscape of
central Connecticut was once dominated
by billowing acres of shade tents that
surrounded the tobacco sheds.

ARCHITECTURE

The special-purpose tobacco shed emerged as a type of agricultural outbuilding in the
last two decades of the nineteenth century.The tobacco shed has a dirt floor, pole or
post framing with brick, stone, or concrete footings, an interior network of transverse
and longitudinal members from which to hang the cured tobacco, and some way of
controlling ventilation. After its initial development in the 1880s, the general type has
seen little change. Small changes in details can be found, and several variants of the
general type of shade tobacco shed can be distinguished.

The sheds show three different types of frame construction. Some shed poles have their
vertical members embedded directly in the ground. Sheds built around the 1930s have
posts made of sawn lumber, which was probably the most common type of construction.
Finally, the 40 x 100 barns exemplify the use of balloon-framing for the side and end
walls, with a self-supporting three-bay interior structure to hold the weight of the
tobacco. Because shade tobacco was hung as leaves rather than stalks, the tiers on which
it was suspended were close together. One notable feature of most shade tobacco sheds
is that they have some form of side ventiliation (horizontal or vertical) as well as roof
ventilation to aid in regulating temperatures during the leaf curing process.

Although their primary function was to store tobacco, these structures were important
for shipping and packing processes. The tobacco had to be taken down and packed for
shipping to a warehouse at the end of the curing period.

The barns that remain in Connecticut are testaments not only to the importance of that

crop to the state's economy, but also to the hard work, skill, and diligence of those who
oversaw and worked on these farms.

STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY COLLAPSE

N

MEADOWOOD SHEDS

Hoskins Rd

O

“A"and “B”, two major locations of Cullman Brothers, Inc. tobacco
sheds. This map displays locations of barns that existed on these
sites from 1934-present, including the eight northern sheds that
were built on or after 1965.

E i+i i

Most sheds were demolished during the 21st century.

i 1934-1951 i i 2023 i

Eight sheds were constructed around 1965.They are still standing but they do not posess
the same historical significance as those that were built in the early twentieth century.
Therefore, they are not highlighted in the graphics of the sheds

OVERGROWTH

Geneva Scott | Tobacco Sheds | Collective Atlas | 7



Labor
Migration

North Carolina, Florida, and Gzorgia Colleges.

West Indian men haging tubacca after planting, <. 19505 WHS collections 1992.6.20.

Legend
Migrants After WW1 e
Migrants After WW2 s
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Sl
peiord of fertilizer, manure Harvest, and destory the
and humus. Soil sterilized. plant

Connie Huang | Daily Life | Collective Atlas | 9



Hydrology & Biodivers | Meadowood

Meadowood is an agricultural site that housed tobacco farms and tobacco workers throughout the middle of the 20th
century with the main product of Shade tobacco. Meadowood provides a valued history of civil rights, immigration,
and agriculture in CT's tobacco era. The location housed students from across the country, including students from
a number of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). Morehouse College partnership sent hundreds of
students, including Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., to work on Cullman Brothers farm during summers in exchange for
tuition. Now, a portion of the site is now zoned for farmland preservation with pockets of wetlands around the area.
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UConn LAND 4450: Capstone | Meadowood Atlas | Spring 2023
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AIR QUALKY, TOXICITY OF
TOBACCO PRODUCTION

THE EXTENSIVE BURNING OF FORESTS FOR
TOBACCO GROWING IN MANY LMICS ALSO
PRODUCES GREENHOUISE GASSES OF

SIGNIFICANT CONCERN FOR THE 5 L1 OB
ENVIRONMENT, INCLUDING CARBON {Sir AR}
DIOXIDE, SULFUR OXIDES, NITROGEN OXIDES,”

AND CARBON MONOXIDE.TOBACCO =
UNDERGOES A PROCESS OF CURING, WHERE

IT'S HEATED UP TO REDUCE MOISTURE AND
PRESERVE IT BEFORE IT'S PREPARED TO BE

SOLD. WOOD OR COAL ARE COMMONLY USED

TO POWER THE FURNACES THAT CURE .
COMMERCIAL TOBACCO, AND IT'S ESTIMATED .
THAT 8.05 MILLION TONNES OF WOOD IS

MEADOWOQOD - SED FOR T BA C CURING ANNIIA

N :

Ak

FARMING TOBACCO IS HAZARDOUS FOR
ADULTS, AND MORE S50 FOR CHILDREN. AN
{IMMEDIATE HEALTH RISK IS GREEN TOBACCO
SICKNESS (GTS), A FORM OF NICOTINE
POISONING FROM THE LEAVES OF THE
TOBACCO PLANT WITH SYMFPFTOMS
INCLUDING NAUSEA, VOMITING, AND
DIFFICULTY BREATHING.
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-~ - a ? i LR Pt - B 5 A ; A
= 5 . S e T Tadgeiame— AR . R e = g A :
PR Y B e G- YOy At e U S P B 0 s S RN, . WA i aad i ¥ ) S L
PBACCO GROWING CROP CULTIVATION HARVESTING CURING GRADING AND STABILZIING]
*MONOCULTURE TOBACCO *RADIH MAT *MANY GREENHOUSE
RMING LEADS TO MORE SICENESS GASES ARE PRODUCED IN
INTENSE FERTILZERS THE PROCESS OF CURING

BEING USED, WHICH THAT ARE USED ON FARM THE TOBACCO LEAVES *
CHES INTO THE SOIL* CROPS*

=2 -
BECAUSE TOBACCO IS OFTEN GROWN AS A
MONO-CROPF, LEAVING THE SOIL MORE
YULNERABLE TO DISEASES AND PESTS. Yt
¢ AND/OR IN REGIONS WITH MARGINAL LAND o
. AND POOR SOIL, IT REQUIRES EVEN MORE ¢
INTENSIVE CHEMICAL USE TO PRODUCE A
VIABLE COMMERCIAL CROF. RUNOFF
' CONTAMINATED WITH THESE CHEMICALS
ADVERSELY AFFECTS THE LAND AND
WATERSHEDS AROUND TOBACCO FARMS, i
UNDERMINING FUTURE AGRICULTURAL USE. . |
- WHICH CAN BE DEVASTATING FOR FOOD :
: CROPS IN REGIONS THAT ARE ALREADY
FOOD INSECURE.

Victor Cizik | Toxicity | Collective Atlas | 11




Sun Trace

Simsbury CT Geographic &
Climate Habitate Analysis %
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Max Precipitation: 39 in
Min Precipitation: 2.7
SaawmllMax 127 Oct

Abr

8 Using Koppen climate system:
Humid subtropical cli - A humid subtropical cli is a zone of climate characterized by hot and
“* humid summers, and cool to mild winters. These climates normally lie on the southeast side of all
tinents (i pt A ica), g lly b latitudes 25° and 40° and are located poleward from
* adjacent tropical climates

" Humid continental climate - Typically found in the central and northeastern United

States, a humid continental climate is largely characterized by its significant temperature differences
between summer and winter. Winters tend to be cold, while summers are hot

The humid i I cli is predomii ly found in the Northern Hemisphere between 30 and 60
'\ degrees North Latitude in both North America and parts of Asia and Europe. The Southern Hemisphere §
4 doesn't have a humid continental climate due to t]y lack of large landmasses in the given latitudes

5 v R » S

onnecticut

The present course of the Farmington River was established by the interaction between glacial ice and meltwater deposits

The Connecticut River is the longest river in the New England region of the United States, flowing roughly southward for 406 miles through four states. It
rises 300 yards south of the U.S. border with Quebec, Canada, and discharges at Long Island Sound

12| Collective Atlas | Climate | Yuhao Jiang
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Trails

F

ceptibiliy

Connection to Mclean Game Refuge trails

Maps from the meadowood conservation project.

Pean Game RN

Connection to Massacoe State Forest trails

Travis Snyder| Soils & Trails | Collective Atlas | 13



Wildlife of the Old Pasture Habitat

ght
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Natural Diversity Areas

This map represent known locations, both histor-

ic and extant, of state and federal listed species.
State listed species are those listed as Endangered,
Threatened or Special Concem under the Con-
necticut Endangered Species Act (Connecticut
General Statules, Section 26-303 and Regulations
of Connecticut State Agencies 26-303).

The MLK Tobacco Fields, and surrounding site, pro-
vide critical pasture. and field habitats for many
animals. Game trails are visible on satellite images
and intersect with the dominant hurnan and ma-

chine-made paths. Q
’

Least Shrew
Cryptotis parva

Puritan Tiger Beeflé
Cicindelo puritana

14 | Collective Atlas | Habitat | Tara Sweeney



Botanical Evolution & Varieties of Simsbury, CT

tage 1-Early Settlement
rimal Forests, Grasslands
bhrublands, and Tobacco Farming

4

atives and Early Setilers cultivated Com and Broadleaf Tobacco in the CT
iver Valley Region, due to its highly productive soils from the CT River

atershed

“Shade Tobaco

Sh

h‘l“c Mmsiure

Naturally diverse with
wildflowers, tall grusses
and lichens

| Productive Soils
for agriculture

| Dominated by
.. Deciduous
t& Hardwood specles

Q
o
\ @
s}

Key contributor Io
ecosystel
N *c°"Y*iem haokin |

Lightwood and
flowering trees and
shrubs slowly die out

Primal Forests of regional hardwoods were cleared for
agriculiure, reducing successional diversity of endemic
species such as the American Chestnut Tree or
Goosefoot Maple Tree

'IC» 1

Early 1900's saw new the shift from Broadleaf
Tobacco agriculture fo Shade Tobacco cultivation with
much more infensive effort and conirol, resulting in more

abandoned fields for succession

Silene stellata
Starry Campion

] 9 75 5¢hizaa_;rw?«rf;rm

Little Bluestem

f ¢
| Sorghasirum nufans
Indiangrass

Less Moisture

Ragrrb g
s

Succession of warm

Seqason grasses,

forbs, and sedges
Key role in spread of

poﬁnuhon 2
Well-Draining *

Sandy Soils \Lenicera canadensis
4 ‘American Honeysuckie

Exposure to
elements

Connecticut Valley II ______ﬁ' o tBoin: peren

3 upine
Eco-Region | | shelter from -
i elements [

/ Spread of woody | Rosa virginiana
Vi
/' shrubs and small & o) rginia Rose

trees

“Pollination further
spreads distribution 4

of pioneer shrubs
and trees ¢

TsUga canaden:
=E. Hemlock

Adaptable to range of seils/conditions
~Pinus strobus
E. White Pine

rNus racemosa
Gray Dogwood

More than avg/Average Moisture e”
df’ ““

Mesophyhc, Reg

Castanea dentata
.. American Chestnut,

ind trees, less distribution of flowering,
erbaceous plants

ﬁa‘ﬁ}cge 2- Shrublands & Emerging Forest]
Characterized by \lghtwooded
trees and shrubs, warme

?iﬁ grosses sedges, ond“‘f@&

*«c_,,.lh.

Rory Cutts | Botany | Collective Atlas | 15




16



The following pages contain the design ideas developed by the
UConn Landscape Architecture students. The students were drawn
to different aspects of the site, and developed their own concepts
and focal sites within the broader framework and expanse.

We began with a statement of values or intent and an immerse image
that captures the goals of the project. These initial studies, where
shown, are called out in the small label at the bottom of the page that
reads “values & inspiration”. From here, students developed an overall
strategy for the site, and then a design for the public interface, or
portal, into the site.

These are initial ideas, intended to spark dialogue in the shaping of
Meadowood'’s future.



Designing for the future while also paying homage to the
history of the site. Allowing native plants to once again flourish
and choosing site materials that complement the existing

landscape.

i

é'"‘-.,_-;_,, "o "‘:." ..‘,;v,, : e s = P

18 | Values & Inspiration | Victor Cizik



The of Meadowood
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Rordwalk Meadows and Grass Natural Plaunrannd 2

Victor Cizik | Strategy | 19
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Natural Playground
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History is...

#Znot natural

22 | Values & Inspiration | Tara Sweeney
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- Nature Reclamation
- Old barn habitat
- Informational kiosk

- | - Bird watching
- Vernal pool confours
« - Meadow planting

. Willow Glade
" TScenic viewpoint

- Viewing platform
" - Novel biome

E

J Tru-nsiii.o.n.ul. Forest

Willow trees play an important role in sup- 4&
porling many animal species in a variety

of ways, from providing food and shelter to
creating important habitat for aquatic or-
ganisms.

L R R RN
T R Ty

Tara Sweeney | Strategy | 23



Meadow Planting & Vernal Pool

Native meadow planting is crucial foF mcinfoi?ling
bicdiversity, promoting ecological resilience, and
supporting pollinators and other wildlife. These

i Native frees provide es-

sential resources; they
- offer a diverse array of

meadows also improve soil health, reduce ero- : f_zdsdq nd in;ec1sf1hof
sion, and absorb carbon dioxide from the . g reseopTia ) TP
o } . + their diet, offer shelter
atmosphere. Additionally, they require less :
. 87 . s from predators, and
maintenance than fraditional lawns, X ovdleresting dhesfer
making them a sustainable land- o :

birds to lay their eggs
and raise their young.

scaping option.

Lupinus perennis Crotaegus crus-galii
Sundial lupine

Cockspur Hawthorn

BMesssssesessecsEssEsaREREERR

Eutrochium pumpureum Quercus macrocama
loe-Fye Weed

Bur Cak

Malus hybrid
Flowering Crabapple

Populus delfoides
Eastern Coftonwood

Cut-leaf Conefllower

24 | Portal | Tara Sweeney



Seasonal Life Cycle

- =Ph)
Early to mid-Spring, vemal pools will be filed
by snow melt and rain.

Lithobates polustrs
Pickerel frog

The shallow waters will serve migratory bird
species, as well as woodland amphibians.

‘Odocoileus virginia:
White-Tailed Deer

)

The summer season will see various grazing

species.
The blooming meadow will also provide con- Sa-dvi"agus'irdnsiiimalk
ditions for native pollinators to thrive. New England Cottontail

By late Summer into Fall, the meadow interest
will have shifted.

s
Ammodramus savannarum
Grasshopper Sparow

This will also be the season for mowing and
other meadow maintenance.

Tara Sweeney | Vignettes | 25



Histanasof sifes should beé celebrated: Designs should highlight the signficances of a site’s
Anthropocentric .andPhytocentriceras, becouse Man’s mark on Earth'is just one chapter in fime

26 | Values & Inspiration | Rory Cutts



Sculpture Installation

F gy
7! .
r’//‘{%c‘-
a" Apple Orchard
g —Fall
Native Shrubs

SCALEBAR 1200

Rory Cutts | Strategy | 27
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RECREATION

ENVIRONMENT

AGRICULTURE

HISTORY

AMENITIES AND INTERVENTIONS

- open space

proposed trails

movement

== m= eXjsting trails

O

ARCHITECTURE HABITATS I I

Architecture can be expanded
upon, not just for human use,
but for wildlife habitation. These
structures would be scattered
around the site, adding to the
environment and attracting
animals. Ideally, bats would
be the main focus. They
are pollinators and feast on
unwanted pests.

POLLINATOR CARDEN

visitors to slow down and relax.

Planting of native pollinator plants can
benefit the local wildlife, increasing local
biodiversity. These gardens encourage

]

RECREATION

Athletic fields for residents to visit
and play. People need space to play
and engage in competition. Fields for
soccer, baseball and other sports that
users are interested in. In addition,
attractions like rope courses and zip-

]

lining can increase interest for visitors.

O

HISTORY

These barns are a historical part of the site. Having
people able to enter a replica of one of these barns
would help display the scale and their significance in
the past. Using old wood and carving the history on
the walls, visitors can be immersed, playing with the

senses and create a memorable place to visit.
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UConn LAND 4450: Capstone | Meadowood Strategy | Spring 2023
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Designing an Immersive Environment | Meadowood

R e P

L P

Rope Course | 1"=50' /A Y Pollinator Garden | 1"=20

UConn LAND 4450: Capstone | Meadowood Portals | Spring 2023

30 | Portal | Brian Garzon-Romero



Snapshot Itinerary | Meadowood

Viewing Birds from Observation Deck Sitting in the Pollination Garden

Immerse in the Forest & Picnic in the Mewadow &
Viewing People on the Rope Course Viewing Baseball in the Distance

Brian Garzon-Romero | Vignettes | 31
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A Walk Through Shade Tobacco History

Walking through the trail represent you walking through the history and life for immigrant workers.

Proposed Parking {

Preverse Meadow

Farm Land to be
Protected

\ Proposed Site

Section Proposed Trails

\ Line of Trees to seperate
Proposed Parking Proposed Althetic Farmland and Fields
Heaend Fields

Addtional Infesmation stane. @)

Trals =

ExtersiForest |

Along the path and trails, every so often a stone
with glass art work on top depicting an important
part of immgrant and minority life at the tobacco
Shade farm. The plaque on the stone will give
additional information

Glass Museum Meadow

Expand Forest

Marco da Cruz | Strategy | 33



Site Plan

This is the main location and attraction of the site. After your long walk throughout the site you will end up here and be
able to get the rest of the history and have a place to sit and relax. You can look around to and see glass pane with pic-
tures. There is two levels to the history showcase.

34 | Portal | Marco da Cruz



Vignettes

hat it is like to expeirnece the site

EILUMION

{ You can walk, jog, and bike though
the trials system.

W s omwissw: e o 10—

A

Marco da Cruz | Vignettes | 35



This site has a strong history that can
help tie fragmented communities
together.

36 | Values & Inspiration | Geneva Scott



SITE STRATEGY

[Connective Corridor]

McLean Game Refuge & This strategy aims to achieve a harmonious balance between preserving

the past and promoting a sustainable future by safeguarding the historical
significance of existing tobacco sheds and enhancing connectivity of
surrounding areas for the benefit of both humans and wildlife.
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Connect Mclean Game
Refuge and Massacoe
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Pollinator Pathways

Massacoe Forest

Reclaimed forest areas and pollinator pathways
can reduce the number of fragmented habitats
and boost wildlife poplations.

G

1:500

Restore Existing Sheds Transform Demo. Sites

Preserve Farmland

Improve Trail Connections

McLean Game Refuge

¢

- Meadowood

Transition Spaces

|l
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SITE PLAN

38| Portal | Geneva Scott



VIGNETTE

Geneva Scott | Vignette | 39
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I_(e‘Hi‘II Flower Bridge

ury station
% B
Simsbury Grange
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s Wéiltogue National Historic Distric
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SITE LAYOUT
HISTORIC WALK- THROUGH
SECTION ELEVATION

z >

=" Bike trail

7~ Walking trail
Connection to Mclean —

Game Refuge g _ . A ' 8 ; : nm,;._..-- gie " @ Bike track

3, 4 - Picnic areas
Parking areas

Points of importance/Historical
tour stops

—— Massacoe State Forest 5 >
Connection 17=500

Low impact trail design to
mitigate ecological changes
to the surrounding area.

17=200"
Mountain biking trail network and
ramp/jump track.

42 | Strategy | Travis Snyder
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At the heart of our vision is
the belief that the intersection
of people and nature can
create a powerful symbiosis
that enhances the well-being
of both. By turning this farm
land into an enjoyable space,
| aim to create a sanctuary
where individuals can
connect with the natural

world and each other in a
meaningful way. We are
committed to creating an
environment that is
sustainable, enjoyable and
nurturing, one that fosters
biodiversity and ecological

resilience. Our goal is to

inspire a sense of wonder and
respect for the natural world,
and to cultivate a community
that is invested in protecting

it for generations to come.
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A Typical Saturday

Things you can do here with your family, friends, dwag, significant
other, or youself.

)
10:00 am

COFFEE Go for a run on a circulating path,
and enjoy the view

9:00 am
Grab a coffee, sitting next to the
water and enjoy the fresh air

or Yoga on the Hilltop
Platform

11:00 am
Have lunch at the cafe oron a
bench under the wooden shades

12:00 pm

Do some creative works’and topics
you are interesteain on Hilltop, or
at the cafe

3:00 pm
Sports and social

5:00 pm
Walk you dag

7:00 pm

A\ Outdoor Movies

Connie Huang | Vignette | 47




A destination for people living and visiting Simsbury
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Hilltop Movie Platform and sports fileds

affordable apartment buildings and green parking lots
Cafe bulding with outdoor seatings, and pld shed footprint
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MLK Jr. Community Farm for
Resilience & Food Equity

Value Statement - Human health and environmental health are interconnected.
Making visible the land's role in our survival is key in promoting future conservation
projections. Protected land must assert benefits to its surrounding communties in order to
regain cultural value. In return, humans may begin to prioritize the health of these landscapes.
Everyone should have access to fresh, organic, and local food, and we must regionalize and
localize our production systems to ensure food equity amoung the population.

Mission - to provide underprivileged communities in the Hartford metro area access to high
quality land-capital for the production of organic, sustainably-raised, meat and vegetable
produce. The aim is to provide access to quality farm-land for all socio-economic
backgrounds, help combat food desserts in impoverished neighborhoods, and
restore the historic land that MLK Jr. once worked.

Farm to Schools

Cl

Protected Farms: CT Farmland Preservation Program &
Connecticut Farmland Trust

/ Hartland

LEGEND

O farms 9-12 farms
1-4 farms I 17-100 farms

Granby

oomﬁed
\ “ WESt

\\ Burlington Ik e Hartford
\

\ Farmington

Wethers-
field

Newing-
Bristol New etv;::g
Brittain
Rocky Hill

Berlin

Winsdor
Locks

9 9 87,000 Acres Lost Since 1985
/ \ 130,000 Acre Preservation Goal

Decline in Agricultural Land (Acres)
Preservation Goal = 130,000
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250000

200000
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150000

100000
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50000
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0
1985 1990 1995 2002 2006 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

== Farmland Acres Goal
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Successional Landcsape

Wetland Preserve Alley Cropping

successional landscape

— /'——--~\~\ S trails I S
= >9 .~ mushroom S Wi
P L = production N e .

___________ o= cover crops Wildflowers

/’ (alfalfa & clover)

v
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wash/pack

rotating crops

Wetland .

o oo e o0 2
Field Crops Barn Courtyard
Meadow Buffer
UNDERSTAND MAXIMIZE MAINTAIN LIVING

CONTEXT CROP DIVERSITY ROOT YEAR-ROUND
>

“ o, LKLY

MINIMIZE KEEP THE INTEGRATE
SOIL DISTURBANCE SOIL COVERED LIVESTOCK
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